
Summary of parish-wide 
survey results 
Towards the end of 2018, the Parish Council distributed a survey questionnaire to all 
residential addresses in Wellow Parish. This sought to gather residents’ views and 
guide the team developing the Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish. 

To find out more about the Neighbourhood Plan, see the Wellow Parish website   
www.wellowparish.org.uk or contact the Parish Office: Tel 01794 323275  
email: clerk@wellowparish.org.uk.

The questionnaire (which could also be completed online) focused on five main areas:
•   What people liked and valued about living in Wellow and also what they disliked
•  Housing and development
•  Local employment and businesses
•   Roads and transport including footpaths 
•  Local facilities 

Responses were received from 599 residents – a very good 
result. Our thanks to those who responded. The responses 
represent approximately 40% of households, therefore 
the views of 60% of households are unknown – the results 
summarised within should be read in this light. 

Wellow Neighbourhood Plan Survey

Want to learn more about the 
results and add your views? 
If you want to see the results in more 
detail these can be viewed or downloaded 
from the Wellow Parish website  
www.wellowparish.org.uk. For those 
without computer access, then a paper 
copy can be obtained from the Parish 
Office Tel: 01794 323275  
email: clerk@wellowparish.org.uk.

If you were unable to contribute to the 
survey, we would very much like to hear 
your views, whether in the form of a letter 
to the Parish Office Tel 01794 323275 or an 
email to admin@wellownhp.org.uk

Wellow Neighbourhood Plan Team 
February 2019

Wellow Parish Council, 
Parish Office, Village Hall,
Buttons Lane, 
West Wellow 
SO51 6BR
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What people liked and valued 
most about living in Wellow

Key reasons put forward for choosing 
Wellow and remaining in the Parish are:

•  The rural aspect and access to the 
countryside

•  The friendly local community to be 
found in the Parish

• Nearness to the New Forest
• Peace and tranquillity 
•  Good road links and proximity to local 

towns  

What we dislike most are:

•	 	The	noise	and	volume	of	traffic	on	
the	A36,	pollution	and	difficulties	of	
access

•	 	Heavy	and	speeding	traffic	on	our	
lanes 

•	 	Poor	public	transport	-	specifically,	
the bus service 

•  Creeping urbanisation – pressure from 
developers	–	too	much	infilling	of	
gardens

•  Lack of safe footpaths and areas for 
walking

Housing and development
Most important to 99% of respondents 
was that in planning any new 
developments the rural aspect of 
the Parish, its landscape and natural 
environment are maintained.

The strong preference is for small 
developments of various types. Those 
thought suitable or very suitable are 
(percentages of all responses are given 
in brackets):

•  A mix of individual houses and small 
developments – less than 10 houses 
(87%) 

• Individual houses (83%)
•  Small developments of less than 10 

houses (81%)

For developments of 10 - 24 houses just 
over a half thought these are suitable 
(51%). The vast majority considered 
any development larger than this to be 
unsuitable or not very suitable: 50 – 74 
houses (94%) and 75 -100 houses (97%).

Having expressed a preference for the 
size of developments respondents 
were then asked to say where such 
developments might be located. The 
preferred or strongly preferred locations 
are (i) on previously built-over land – 
“brownfield” land (96%), (ii) within the 
existing designated settlement areas 
of West Wellow, School Road and East 
Wellow (65%) and (iii) contiguous with, 
or in close proximity to, the existing 
settlements (63%). Sixty eight percent 
preferred that only single houses should 
be built away from existing settlement 
areas whilst 56% would support small 
developments in such locations.

Wellow Neighbourhood Plan Survey Summary Results Building in the gardens of existing 
houses was thought undesirable or not 
very desirable by 68%.

Just under half the respondents are 
thinking of moving house at some time, 
of these nearly three-quarters said 
that they would like to move within 
the Parish with the majority opting 
for moving to a house or bungalow 
with some interest in purpose-built 
retirement accommodation. Owner 
occupation was the most often selected 
type of ownership but interest in 
managed or warden assisted retirement 
accommodation was also significant. 
Taking the responses of all those 
thinking of moving as a whole, there was 
much less interest in renting, whether of 
private or social housing.

The main concerns about further 
housing development are:  increased 
traffic and impact on road safety, loss 
of countryside and natural habitat, loss 
of the rural aspect of the Parish, in-fill 
of houses, loss of green spaces and 
only satisfying the expensive end of the 
housing market.

Local businesses
Of those respondents who are in paid 
employment, 19% work in the village. 
Seventy-five percent of all respondents 
agreed or strongly agreed that more 
employment and job opportunities 
should be created in the Parish whilst 
69% agreed that Wellow benefits 
from a thriving local economy which 
should be able to develop further in 

the Parish. A similar percentage agreed 
the conversion of existing agricultural 
buildings and the construction of new 
buildings should be encouraged for 
business development. There is less 
agreement (55%) to some land outside 
the settlement areas being identified 
for development of separate business 
clusters.

Roads and transport including 
footpaths
For most of us the car is the main way 
of travelling in the Parish and beyond. 
Most (76%) are satisfied or very satisfied 
with Parish roads and also existing 
speed limits (74%) but far fewer (31%) are 
satisfied with adherence to those speed 
limits. Only 24% are satisfied or very 
satisfied with the existing bus services 
which will have to improve a great deal 
before more people use the services. 
The majority (89%) agreed or strongly 
agreed that new footpaths should be 
proposed for the village. 

Local facilities 
The ones that we use the most are 
the local shops, the Post Office (now 
closed), the pharmacy, local pubs, local 
footpaths, the Common and the village 
hall. The facilities that we would like to 
have include medical services, better 
parking and a café. 
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